RSS Feeds and Aggregators

RSS Feeds and Aggregators oh my!

This session will demonstrate how to set up RSS feeds via Google Reader and NetVibes.
You can share your collections of feeds with your students too! We will also examine
the new ANGEL RSS widget that you can use in your courses. There will be time in the
workshop for you to register and start setting up your feeds if you wish.

A hands on workshop
Level: beginner

What are some benefits of using an aggregator? How to incorporate using an aggregator with

Agenda
1. Whatis an RSS?
2.
your students.
3. Google Reader 101
a. Getting started, set up a couple feeds
b. Organizing your feeds
c. Sharing your feeds
4. Microsoft Outlook
a. Setting up a feed
b. Viewing your feed
5. NetVibes 101
a. Getting started, set up a couple feeds
b. Organizing your feeds
c. Sharing your feeds
6. ANGEL RSS widget
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What is an RSS?

RSS in plain English (The Common Craft Show) www.youtube.com/watch?v=0klgLsSxGsU

“Real Simple Syndication”

Basically, RSS allows you to subscribe to your favorite blogs, news, podcasts or other content. An
aggregator is the vehicle that allows you to collect, manage and organize those subscriptions.

RSS strips out all the graphics, design elements, and bells-and-whistles of a site and gives you just the
text or main content. The power of RSS is two-fold: it circumvents your need to check a site for new
content and it allows you to consume more content more quickly and efficiently.

Note: An RSS is different from a ‘bookmark’ or ‘favorite.’

Table of pros and cons:

Pros

*RSS feeds are timely because subscribers get
updates and breaking news as soon as they are
available.

*RSS feeds are cost effective because distribution
and delivery costs are very low.

*RSS works well with e-mail. An e-mail client is
not required to view RSS feeds but they can also
be received, viewed, and managed in your e-mail
client.

*RSS helps you manage and organize content.
Messages and articles can easily be archived,
sorted, and categorized automatically.

*RSS maintains privacy and anonymity. You fully
control the subscription to and removal from RSS
feeds. You don’t have to provide your e-mail
address or any other personal information when
selecting the feeds you want to syndicate.

*RSS feeds help you save time by scoping the
content that you receive to your specific interests
and ensuring that the information is always up to
date.

Cons

RSS feeds provide no history, which means that
although you always get the newest information,
you can easily miss an article of interest to you if
you don’t check the feeds for a few days (when
you’re on vacation, for example).

*RSS feeds are a bandwidth waster because they
automatically download RSS files (usually hourly)
to check for updates and changes.

*RSS feeds are {somewhat} complicated to set
up. As people hear about RSS and understand its
value, they also become disappointed by the fact
that it is not as easy as surfing the Web.

*RSS content doesn’t lend itself to search. Many
search engines include RSS feeds but they struggle
to identify which information is new and, hence,
greatly limit the value of search operations on this
type of content.

*RSS feeds usually only show an abridged version
of the content, which can be cryptic and may
require you to open your Web browser to see the
full article.

This table is from: http://www.microsoft.com/atwork/manageinfo/rss.mspx#EJD

Page | 2

Nicole Marcisz
Instructional Designer
RHCHP Distance Education



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0klgLsSxGsU
http://www.microsoft.com/atwork/manageinfo/rss.mspx#EJD

RSS Feeds and Aggregators

How to incorporate using an aggregator with your students

Ideas

Monitoring RSS Feeds can allow students and instructors to gather the latest news and
information about key subtopics. You can use the RSS nugget in WorldClass right in your
course.

If your students are blogging, you can subscribe to their blogs (keep in mind you can
arrange for your students to create blog journals that are only shared between you and
the student-they don’t have to be open to the public). If you are using a personal
aggregator tool like Google Reader or NetVibes (or even Microsoft Outlook) you can set
this up quite easily.

RSS provides efficient way for students to keep in touch with faculty, stay informed
about coursework and other academic activities, and follow developments in their fields
of study, which for many will be an important skill in their professional lives. The
exchange of information that RSS facilitates can also take place from students to faculty
or among the students in various courses within a department.

Instructors can use RSS to help them efficiently use the Internet to exchange disciplinary
information and increase awareness of important developments. Many instructors may
also use online repositories of learning objects to locate educational resources to
include in their courses. Initiatives including MERLOT and OpenCourseWare offer RSS
feeds that notify subscribers when new content has been added in particular academic
areas.
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NOTE
Not every Web site offers an RSS feed.

On Web sites that offer this feature, you might see the , MOr, m

In some Web browsers, when you click these buttons, it will ask you if you want to
subscribe and it will allow you to select where you want it to subscribe to.

It can vary from site to site and browser to browser, what exactly you might see
when you set up your feed.
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Google Reader

1. www.google.com/reader

If you have not already registered a Google account go ahead and do so. This doesn’t necessarily
mean you have to use a gmail account. You may register with Google using your Regis email
address. Once you register with Google, the door will open to use just about all the Google tools
that are available, like Google Docs or Google Calendar.

2. |like Google reader because of the layout and how easy and convenient it is to use. | can access
it anywhere | can get online. Go to a website you want to subscribe to that offers RSS, Click on

the orange RSS symbol, (Depending on which browser you use it may appear in the URL or
below it) Choose “subscribe to “X”-RSS”
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Google offers two different ways to keep up-to-date with your favorite sites:

Your Google homepage brings together Google
functionality and content from across the web, on a
single page.

Google Reader makes it easy to keep up with the
latest content from a large number of sites, all on a
single reading list.
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This is what my Google Reader looks like. | have a variety of blogs that | follow. (Mostly instructional
design related or education, but some fun or health topics too)

The subscriptions appear on the left side, and when | choose a particular one, the content will appear on

the right.

If a subscription has a new post that | did not read yet, it will have a bold number next to it.

AMGEL Learning

ail Calendar Documents Reader YWeb more v
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B 4dd a subscription

All items (1000+)
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Explore
Subscriptions
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Feed settings... =

Show: Expanded - List

show details

elLearning Predictions Further Thoughts Jan 27, 2010 5:39 AM

by Tony Karrer

| recently posted my Top 10 elearning Predictions for 2010 and did a presentation on the topic. You can access
a WWebEx recording of the presentation here: https:/methopewebex. com/nethope/ldr. php?AT=ph&SP=MCE&
HD=5877 2167 &rkey=5acB 06700054 eBf

Thought I'd do & guick post with some random follow-up thoughts:

Skim Long Posts

| asked at the start of the online session how many people had read my post that basically was very similar
content. There were only a few people who answered that they had. And several who said they skimmed it. My
guess is that most everyone who saw it prior to the session had taken my advice from long ago Stop Reading -
Skim Dive Skim and really just skimmed it.

Social Learning Communities

It was interesting that ASTD DC / Todd Slater has created a Ming community. My belief is that we are going to

see lots of vitual communities created as it makes sense to aggregate outside of a local geography for common

Previous item | | Mext iterm

mare than 20 iterns

~

b |
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Microsoft Outlook
1. Setting up your feeds to go to your Microsoft Outlook is easy. Go to a site, use the Ed Tech Blog
as your first try: http://regisedtech.blogspot.com/

2. Click on the orange RSS symbol in towards the top of your browser (It depends on which
browser you use Firefox or IE), then choose “subscribe to ‘Regis Educational Technology’ —RSS”
This will give you the actual link you need to copy and paste into your Outlook reader. (If you are
using your Outlook as your main reader, | think it may allow you to set the RSS straight from this
dropdown menu)

3. Go back to Microsoft Outlook, Go to the Tools menu, click Account Settings.
4. Onthe RSS Feeds tab, click New.

5. Inthe New RSS Feed dialog box, type or press CTRL+V to paste the URL of the RSS Feed. For
example, http://regisedtech.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default?alt=rss.

6. Click Add.

7. Click OK.

This screen shot is from Firefox
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In IE, the little orange RSS symbol appears in a different place
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This is what it looks like in Microsoft Outlook after | set up the Ed Tech Blog feed.

[ Regis Educational Technology - Microsoft Outlook
EEi!e Edit Wiew Go Tools Adions Help AdobePDF
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=2 (..353 Mailbox - Marcisz, Micole A y 2 3
I% geief:::::items (2] [Z Date: Three Weeks Ago
ra ~
= D Ihbox Q‘] Tim M, Finding & Sharing Presentations Wed 1/20/2010 4:53 ... 1
g Junk E-mail o
(5 Outbasx | = Date: Last Month
= Lfm R5S Feeds Q] Tim M, 5 PowerPaint Search Engines To Seek Out... Fri1/15/2010 1:35PM 1
B [_1 Regis Educational Technol ﬂ Tim M, Education and Powerpoint Presentations  Fri1/15/20101:24 PM 9
L4 Sent Items
= L@ Search Folders = Date: Older >
H ‘@ Large Personal Folders
Quick resources for creating better presentations
Tim N.
Click here to view the full article in your default Web browser or to download the article and any
enclosures,
Posted On:  Tue 2/2/2010 3:04 PM
Fs
One of the appealing things about using Powerpoint presentations is also one of
the biggest negatives: it is very easy to create basic slides that consist of a title
and list of bulletted content. Unfortunately, this approach is part of the problem
as text-heavy slides tend to put audiences into a sleep-inducing trance. These
basic slides are just one example of how NOT to create presentations, which is
,,,,, captured in a very funny way by this video.
However, there are many ways to improve your Powerpoint slide making skills. |
think of this improvement as a combination of conceptually changing how you
think about the delivery of content and ideas in a presentation along with
necessary steps you need to know within the Powerpoint (or other presentation
S il software such as Keynote and others) program to implement these concepts. -
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NetVibes

1. http://www.netvibes.com
Register at NetVibes if you would like to begin using this as your RSS aggregator/reader.
NetVibes is nice because you can use it as a personal reader and you can also set up a public
page to share (with your colleagues or students for example).
The layout of NetVibes allows you to organize all your feeds and have fun!

2. You can add feeds to NetVibes by clicking on ADD CONTENT. Here you can browse hundreds of
common news and entertainment feeds. For any other feed such as a nursing blog, just copy
and paste the RSS feed link from the site (by clicking on the orange RSS symbol on the site), then
choose ADD a Feed back on the NetVibes page and paste in the RSS feed link you copied.

] Add content ic olle of blogs H g = rea ] Mico Settings (0] Sign Cuk

A Featured widgets »
¥ Browse categories b News

Business
™ Eszential widgets Sport
TY, movies & music
’ Add a feed Tools & technology
Fun & games
Lifestyle

Shopping

¢4 Start wizard

Travel

3. Check out this Ed Tech blog post on the topic of using NetVibes. Tim Noteboom created a little
video demonstration. http://regisedtech.blogspot.com/2008/09/how-to-adding-rss-feed-to-
netvibes.html

Page | 9 Nicole Marcisz
Instructional Designer
RHCHP Distance Education


http://www.netvibes.com/
http://regisedtech.blogspot.com/2008/09/how-to-adding-rss-feed-to-netvibes.html
http://regisedtech.blogspot.com/2008/09/how-to-adding-rss-feed-to-netvibes.html

RSS Feeds and Aggregators

Blogs that Nicole recommends:
People/Educational Technology/elLearning/Higher Education/Instructional Design

1. http://barrydahl.com/
“Innovations in Ed Tech”
Barry Dahl serves as the Vice President of Technology and Lake Superior Connect e-Campus at
Lake Superior College (LSC) in Duluth, MN.

2. http://tiny.cc/7uvbU
The Rapid e-learning blog
The Rapid E-Learning Blog shares practical tips and tricks to help you become a rapid elearning
pro.

3. http://engagedlearning.net/
Engaged Learning
Social Media in orgs for performance improvement & learning

4. http://theedublogger.com/
The Edublogger by Sue Waters
Tips, tricks, ideas and help with using Web 2.0 Technologies

5. http://blog.acm.org/elearn/
elLearn Magazine
Education and Technology in Perspective

Other interesting blogs....

http://lifehacker.com
Welcome to Lifehacker, an award-winning daily blog that features tips, shortcuts, and downloads that
help you get things done smarter and more efficiently.

http://zenhabits.net/

Simple productivity

Zen Habits is about finding simplicity in the daily chaos of our lives. It’s about clearing the clutter so we
can focus on what’s important, create something amazing, find happiness. It also happens to be one of
the Top 100 blogs in the world.
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Adding RSS Feeds to Your Course
(Copyright © 2009 ANGEL Learning.)

RSS feeds allow you to stream news or data from other websites into your course
environment automatically. Two RSS feed components are available:

e Course RSS Feed. This feed (available only to course editors) allows the
instructor to establish an RSS feed on the course Home page. Only course
editors may edit this component.

e Personal RSS Feed. This feed is available on both the personal Home page
and course Home page. This component is editable by all users and thus is
not under the control of the instructor. Students may edit this feed to add
other content of interest.

To customize your course with RSS feeds:

1. Add the desired RSS feed component to your page.

2. Hover the mouse pointer over the title of the component and click the
component's Edit button. The RSS Headline Settings page appears.

:.;S' Headline Settings
> .
irrent Feeds (1) i_Add Feeﬂs@ @ Feed Editor

Directions: To add a feed enter its URL and tite below and
[Top Stories. Top US stories 7 click the "Add to Current Feeds" button.

.Feeu:l URL

® -
.F_eed Title

|- << Add to Cument Feeds ]

st b ot e ot . i gl e

d eed Preview
][ Remove Feed ]@ QF dp

( Edt Feed

Max Ttems: | Defautt | Show Titles

Cox (] ()

Y R T 7, it R A e Y T TP e S U

a. Current Feeds. This tab lists and allows you to edit current feeds. The number
in parentheses after Current Feeds indicates how many feeds you currently
have set up.

b. Add Feeds. This tab allows you to search by keyword for feeds to add to your
component.

c. Feed Editor. Allows you to enter URLs for RSS feeds directly. After specifying
the URL and a title for the new RSS feed, click the Add to Current Feeds
button to add the new feed to the list.

d. Feed Preview. When a feed is selected for addition to the feed list or for
editing, a sample of the feed appears in the preview area.

e. Feed list. Shows all current feeds.
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f. Edit Feed/Remove Feed. Edits/removes the feed selected in the feed list.
g. OK/Cancel. Saves/cancels changes you have made.

Adding a Feed via Search

You can use the built-in search engine to find an RSS feed by keyword.

RSS Headline Settings
1
|.. Current Feeds (1) d Feeds

s

Feed Editor

Directions: To search for feeds enter one or more keywaords in
the form below and dick Search. To add a feed to your
current feeds select it and click the "Add to Current Feeds”

button in the Feed Edjtor.
Keywords (2

E_e_c_lucation | [ Search ] [Cancel ]

Bl u.s. Department of Education Home Page

Bl Education News - The N { York Times 3

Education Week American Education News Site of Record

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education

Education

El Best College Rankings, Best Graduate School Rankings,
Best ...

Los Angeles Times - Education
allAfrica.com: Education

5 Meye Jersey Department of Education

Directions: To add a feed enter its URL and title below and
click the "Add to Current Feeds" button.

Feed URL

[ E : z =z

|http://www nytimes com/services./xml/rss/myt/Education xml |
Feed Title

E_E_duc:ation News - The New Yark Times _|

(5 i <« Add to Cument Feeds ]
Feed Preview

Education News - The New York Times l4 )

Free Room and Board Give a Job New Alure

by By LISA W. FODERARO - 12 hours ago

With the economy in shambles and the cost of higher education spiraling
ever higher, being an R.A., as the job is known, hasa ...

Big City: Most of the Seventh Grade Wil Be at the Commitment
by By SUSAN DOMINUS - 12 hours ago

A math teacher invited his students to his coming commitment ceremony,
prompting very little uproar.

Roosevel: Journal: Lost, Now Found, a 1929 Time Capsule Proves
by By WINNIE HU - 12 hours ago

During the demolition of a school in Roosevelt, M.Y., workers uncovered a
small copper box filled with old newspapers and ...

Arthur Code, Astronomer and Professor, Dies at 85

e I ol i s i oo el ._M%ﬁ&ﬂ-’[‘iw .hgm?a:a‘_. R T CODUS Sy © S

To add an RSS feed via search:

. Click the Add Feeds tab.

. Select a feed by clicking on it.

> o »w NP

Click OK.
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Nicole Marcisz
Instructional Designer
RHCHP Distance Education



RSS Feeds and Aggregators

If you already know the URL of the feed you want, you can add it in the Feed Editor
section.

RSS Headline Settings

Current Feeds (1) | Add Feeds | Feed Editor

i Directions: To add a feed enter its URL and title below and
- click the "Add to Current Feeds" button.

Top Stories: Top US stories

|:,”,-’news.google.com;’neu\'s'?'pz =1&ned=usihl=enéq=educationdoutput=res |
—, Feed Title
€| (4)

el

[ << Add to Curent Feeds

2 Feed Preview
[ Edtfeed ][ PRemoveFeed |

iewpaint: Stop dating violence through education - Bakimore Sun
______ 10 hours ago

Viewpoint: Stop dating violence through educationBaltimore Sun, United
StatesWhen Kristin attended high school here in ...

Education’s Ground Zero - New York Times

Mar 21, 2009

Education’s Ground ZeroMew York Times, United StatesBy NICHOLAS D.
KRISTOF AF/Susan Walsh Michelle Rhee testifying before ...

e . e g b gl e I s A A, sl
1. Paste the URL of the feed into the Feed URL box.

2. Check the preview for the selected feed to make sure that it's the one you want.
3. Give the Feed a title in the Feed Title box.

4. Click the Add to Current Feeds button to add the feed to the list.

5. Click OK.
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Editing an Existing Feed

31 S Headline Settings
“urrent Feeds (2) I-Add Feedsl |

[Top Stories: Top LS stories |

Google News Feed: Education 2

o}
Edit Feed ] [ Remove Feed ]

|4 !Feed Editor
irections: Edit the settings for the selected feed using the

form below and click the "Update Feed" button.
Feed URL
%Fritb}}aé;s.google.comfnews'?pzﬂ&'led=l.|s&hl=en3q=education&outpuﬁ
Feed Title

...JGoogIe Mews Feed: Education |

@ Update Feed ][ Cancel ]

Feed Preview

Google News Feed: Education

Strayer Education CEQ made $7.99M in 2008 - Bizjournals.com

:(; 63

ppeer 93 .'h;_-_ ‘-_.h.ha.._....-—__..-*r-ﬂ- At s am

2 flours ago
Strayer Education CEQ made $7.99M in 2008Bizjournals.com, NCRobert
Silberman, chairman and CEO of Strayer Education Inc., ...

- #E@;’Wu_d_qtigg }plﬁme E@Wd%thm&

You can change the URL or title of a feed on the Current Feeds page.

Click the Current Feeds tab.

Click the Update Feed button.
Click OK.

o a0k w0 bR

Deleting an RSS Feed

To delete an RSS feed:
1. Click the Current Feeds tab.

2. Click the feed you want to remove.

Select the feed you want to edit by clicking its name.
Click the Edit Feed button. The feed appears in the Feed Preview area.
Edit Feed URL or Feed Title in the Feed Editor section.

3. Click the Remove Feed button. The feed is removed from the list of current feeds.

4. Click OK.
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Resources

http://rhchp.regis.edu/facultyresourcesite/content pages/rss.html

7 things you should know about RSS (Educause) http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7024.pdf

Will Richardson’s quick start guide for educators http://weblogg-ed.com/wp-
content/uploads/2006/05/RSSFAQ4.pdf

Google Reader: sharing your feeds
http://www.google.com/support/reader/bin/answer.py?answer=83000&cbid=1rdv112kplibr&src=cb&le
v=index

Another aggregator to consider: www.bloglines.com
You could also use Microsoft Outlook as well.
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